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Playhouse West stages lovely little musical

Review by Robert Lee Hall

Two couples in & snowhbound
house - it doesn't sound like
much on which to build an en-
grossing musical play, but in
the hands of Sarah Schlesinger,
who wrote the lyrics, her co-
author, Jonathan Bernstein, and
composer, Mike Reid, the nar-
row confines of that house and
its snowy yard become o set-
ting for love and loss, explored
with wit and grace.

Now in the world premoaere
of 1% firsy Tull staging, at Play-
house West in Walnut Creek, fn
Thiz Houre 15 definately one 1o
S,

It should alrcady be clear
that the show isn't o thump-
ing blockbuster a [a Andrew
Lioyd Weber, nor is it one of
Jerry Herman's big. feel good
romps. It's a chamber musi-
cal, intimate, small scale, and
it's all the better for its narmow
compass. It beging one Decem-
ber 1%, when Johnny D'Amato
picks up his wife, Annie, at the
girport. They"ve been married
three years; he's o cop while
she's a nurse who travels to
far places, like Jakaria, o give
aid to the afflicted. They don’t
hove kids, and that's an 15suee
between them,

As they're heading home,
their car skids off an icy road
into the stone wall of the iso-
lated house of an older couple,
Henry and Luisa Arden, who
don’t live there amy longer
but who visit it each year on
MNew Year's Eve; some tragedy
haunts them, There's no phone,
and the car seems impossible to
dig out,"s6-the younger coople
and the older couple have to
spend time together, during
which we're droiwn into their
iwo marriages, one long-os-

tablished, one new-fledged.
We see how those marriages
dp, and don't, work = the lowve
that binds them, the lensions
that threaten them — and 1n the
course of their revelations, the
musical’s suthors demonstraie
an old truth: that a very large
wirld can be mirrored in just
few lives.

Schlesinger and Bernsiein
compose some of the wisest,
smartest lyrics ['ve heard in
some time, and Rewd provides
wonderful melodic lines on
which to string them. Experily
directed by Lois Grandi, the
cast is professional and engag-
ing: Michael Harringion as the
gturdy Henry, Gretchen Grand
a5 his gracious wife, Luisa,

Living color in the living arts...
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Fhota by Chartis Jurren
Mibchael Harrington (lefi), Gredichen Grand, Lynda DiVite, and
Darrin Glesser appear in a satisfving prodoctien of fn This Howse,
playing at Playhouse West in Walnet Creek throagh March 1.

“In This House
is definitely one
to se€”

Darrin Glesser as the inlense,
enrnesl Johney, and Lynda Di-
Vito as the vigorous, impas-
sioned Annie. Dave Dobrusky
provides fne plano accompi-
niment. Jan Zimmerman de-
signed the evocative set, Krista
Nelson provides the costumes
and Anthony Powers pants
scenes with discreet highting.
A warmly satisfying plea-
sure, Jun Thizx Howse plays ai
Playhouse West's newly refur-
bished theater on Locust Street
in Walnut Creek until March 2,
followed by Sherry Kramer's
When Something Wonderfil
Endy. For tickets and informa-
thom eall 9250420304 or visil
wiww.plavhousewest.org.




